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If you’d prefer to have our prayer team pen a prayer for the  
person, please give us at least one week notice.�
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COMMUNICATION AND INCREASED GIVING 
LIVING MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND (LMEF) 

GOOD SHEPHERD UCC 
March, 2010 

 
 
 

Trustees: Rose Kuser, Jeff Longacre, Brad Reinert, Cliff Reinert, Gene Wentzel, and Pastor 
Christie (Observer)  
 
Communication and Increased Giving 
 
A crucial role of leadership is communication with church members on a regular basis.   
Information on the purpose of the endowment, status of the funds, and utilization of income are 
critically important.  When consistently and creatively done, this will serve to keep endow-
ments in perspective and before the people in a positive manner.  Too often, endowment funds 
are held secret, which serves to breed misunderstanding and suspicion.  Full disclosure regard-
ing the management of funds and the purposes being lend credibility and invite support for the 
endowment. 
 
Further, where members are familiar with endowments and how the church’s mission is being 
fostered, congregations invariably experience increases in their regular giving.  They invariably 
become churches with an “open heart, open mind, and open door.”  Individuals come to share in 
the true joy and love of giving, of all kinds.   An “act of faith” in the last analysis, the develop-
ing and encouraging of endowments in the life of a congregation is akin to the line of this hymn 
from Wheaton College “they builded better than they know, they trusted where they could not 
see.” 
 
A positive response to those who question the need for endowments is that endowments are  
ultimately an act of faith in the future of the Good Shepherd Church and its mission in the 
world.  
 
Cliff Reinert  
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